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Pastor’s Paragraph
“You must be doers of the word and not only hearers 

                              who mislead themselves.”                             
James 1:22 (CEB)

What are my own racist tendencies that I don’t want to talk about or admit?
How have I been complicit in American racism?
What can I proactively do about it right now?

Bishop Hagiya offers these thought-provoking questions as a starting point for a discussion about racism in our congregation 
and others all across our California-Pacific conference.

I’m reposting them because they illustrate three aspects of the problem of prejudice and discrimination.  First, we ALL have 
biases.  We’re uniquely made.  We have different experiences growing up and in our daily lives.  We may or may not be 
aware of our bias.  When it goes unchecked or leads us to use those differences to seek advantage over others, that’s when 
bias becomes prejudice.  We all need to examine ourselves and then admit we have much to learn about ourselves and others.

Second, even if we don’t make racist statements or act prejudicially, we can still be complicit.  Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. said, “The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by the bad people but the silence over that by the good 
people.”  If we do not speak up when we see justice and oppression, signs of evil, we are complicit.  Our baptismal and 
membership vows include the commitment to oppose evil in whatever form it takes.  You are good people.  Let’s not be 
silent.

Finally, we are called to act.  This is part of our Methodist DNA.  It’s ingrained in the social holiness we seek as a 
community.  For the Wesleys, “works” as well as faith were essential to the whole of Christian living, and caring for the poor,
prisoners, widows and orphans mattered a great deal.  Methodists are not only interested in welfare.  We seek to remedy 
social injustice.  John Wesley's last known letter urged the abolition of “that execrable villainy” known as slavery.  The 
Wesleys were an influence in prison reform and, inspired by Susanna Wesley, they earned a reputation as pioneers in 
education.

Last week’s sermon reminded us to wake up.  During the month of June, I plan to speak on “Race and Christian Identity.”  
You are good people.  We need to learn about ourselves, be honest, listen, prepare and then take action.  I hope you’ll join us 
online, via ZOOM and invite your friends.  Together, we can make a positive difference in our community!

Jesus, open our hearts, minds and doors,
Pastor Eric
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Dear CUMCers,
May the Spirit of the Lord be with you.

I’m sure you have questions about when Corona UMC will reopen its doors for in-person worship as California, 
Riverside County and the City of Corona begins the process of gradually reopening businesses and other venues 
where the public gathers.

Bishop Hagiya and the Cabinet have approved a set of guidelines for churches to follow.  The Church Council 
has formed a small, ad hoc team to look at the different aspects of relaunching in-person services.  We are 
looking at worship, small groups, children & youth programs, missions, fellowship and office operations.

Once we have a plan, we will present it to the church council.  Once the council has reviewed and approved it, 
we will present it to you for review and comment.  Once we have factored in your comments, I will review it and
approve it.  The final step will be to submit our plan to the District Superintendent for review and approval.  
Once approved, we can begin.

That’s the process.  It will take some time, perhaps a month or more.  We will keep you up-to-date as we 
proceed.  

Thank you for your patience, faithfulness and support.  I look forward to the new ways God’s Spirit is leading 
us.

Be safe and stay well.

By God’s grace,
Pastor Eric

Online Attendance

Message from The Rosser

Rufus and Angela would like to announce the birth of our first grandchild, Aria Adelle Wilson on June 16th 
2020! Parents, Ashley and Pastor Wil are elated! Welcome Aria! 

Rufus and Angela Jett Rosser



Jelly Jars
Believe it or not there will come a time in a few months where we hope 
to be making jelly.  The proceeds from our jelly sales are large part of 
funds used to support UMW Missions.  Buying the jars is a big expense 
that cuts into our profits. So, if you are keeping your jars, any jars under 
12 oz, let me know.  I can pick them up if they are in your way, 951-
858-4572.  Thank you for always be so supportive.  Linda McGranahan

United Methodist Women
I am proud of the UMW ladies who put together 100 Welcome Kits for 
the homeless that CalPac Conference is giving out.
Of course, they had the assistance of several helpful men to get it all 
assembled within a few short days.

I want you to know that the women made all 100 of the cloth 
masks that went in the kits. The Conference provided also
two paper masks for each kit.

Here are pictures showing what went into the kits.   Not every kit was 
exactly the same in regards to the books and the
granola bars or another nutritional snack.  We were able to include a 
book and a snack in some of the kits but did not have
enough for all 100.  The socks sent by the Conference were very nice 
quality.

All in all, the kits were good quality.  We can be glad that our bishop 
backed this effort.  A letter from the bishop was included
in each kit.

Linda Faxon
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OUTREACH
Our church packed 100 Welcome Kit bags for homeless people in LA who are moving into transitional 
housing. This was a project requested by our conference. Thanks to all the people who packed bags and a 
special thanks to Karen Eagans for picking up supplies and transporting bags back to Ontario UMC.
School Supplies
We will be collecting school supplies in July for Parkridge Elementary School.  More information will be given
in the next messenger.

Linda McGranahan & Cheryl Lum
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Bad Girls of the Bible
Bad Girls of the Bible is starting a new study, Facing Your Giants. We meet virtually on Thursday evening at 
6:30. If you’d like more information, please contact Karen Eagans at kkeagans@aol.com

Message to the congregation from Aaron Halsey
We you like to be a part of the worship service? Videos of "Welcome", "Passing the Peace of Christ”, “Reading 
the Lord’s Prayer" are always welcome. Record yourself anytime and share it with us. If you need assistance 
recording please review the tutorial Aaron has created. The end of the video demonstrates how to share the video 
with us thru Google Drive. https://www.facebook.com/aaron.halsey.31/videos/1870665433070988/

Online Survey
Dear Members & Friends,
May the Spirit of the Lord lead us by faith and give us hope.  I hope this note finds you safe and well.  

As Riverside Country begins the process of gradually reopening its businesses and other public spaces, I am sure 
you have questions about when Corona UMC will be opening its doors for in-person worship.  The Church 
Council has formed a See a New Church team, who are meeting to look at options and draft a plan.  

We need your help.  We need to know what we're planning for.  The team has prepared an online survey for all of 
our members and friends.  We want to hear from everyone.  The survey is open from June 15 to June 22. You can 
find the link to take the survey here:
https://forms.gle/NBeNDTCapdNwgqTNA

Once we have a draft plan, we will be sharing it with you for your review and approval. In the meantime, 
remember: while the building is closed, the church is alive and well.

By God's grace,
Pastor Eric
umcpastorschmidt@gmail.com 
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