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There’s no better time to review the basics of our faith as United Methodists than 
in the beginning of the year. Many of us find ourselves taking stock of life, setting goals 
and narrowing our purpose this time of year, whether we meant to or not. It’s natural. 

You know that I’ve grown up in the UMC. I have very fond memories of my home 
church - Redondo Beach 1st UMC. As I waded through seminary my beliefs and 
theology were challenged. Yet when the time came to articulate my beliefs for 
ordination, I fell concretely in line with our Methodist theology and marveled at our 
history and polity (how we organize our ministry). 

I’m excited to take time to look at some of the basic building blocks of our 
Wesleyan faith with you again. And possibly be challenged to consider whether our 
current experiences continue to support the church’s historical beliefs. 

Come join me on this journey and invite a friend. And if you’re a LEGO fan, this 
series will delight you. 
 

God Bless Your New Year! 

Pastor Susan 
 

New Sermon Series in Worship 

- January 11 thru February 1 -  
 

mailto:coronaumnc@aol.com
http://www.coronaumc.com/
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In Memory of Rev. Bob Deits 1933 - 2024 
 

Long time church members will remember Rev. Bob Deits, who died on May 30, 2024 in Scottsdale, Arizona at 
the age of 92. We are just now learning that he passed away. Bob was born in Omaha, Nebraska. His family 
moved while Bob was a young child to Long Beach, California. Bob met his future wife June in the 8th grade in 
Long Beach, and they dated through high school, marrying in 1952.  
 
Bob graduated from college with a degree in psychology. While in college and after graduation, Bob worked for 
years for a restaurant supply company, becoming assistant manager. He made a mid-life change and enrolled 
in seminary at Claremont School of Theology. He graduated with a Masters in Pastoral Psychology. He was 
admitted as an ordained deacon to the United Methodist Church in 1965.  He worked as a student pastor at 
Grace UMC Long Beach, and Montebello UMC, then St. Marks Anaheim UMC.  He was ordained as an elder 
in 1969. He continued to serve at St. Marks till 1974.   
 

He was appointed to Corona UMC in 1974 and served until 1978. He was our only motorcycle riding, roller- 
dancing, tango dancing pastor. The roller dancing and tango dancing were with his talented wife, June. The 
church thrived and grew as new ideas for the church were introduced, like encounter groups and a 9 a.m. 
“contemporary” service featuring guitar accompaniment. The church grew under his leadership. Speaking for 
myself (Linda Faxon), Ed and I moved from Claremont to Corona in 1977 and went to church-shopping. We 
were Disciples of Christ Christian Church people, but there was no Disciples church in town. When we visited 
the Methodist Church, it became our choice, largely because of Rev. Bob Deits. His sermons were well 
informed and inspiring, and he made a real effort to connect with people. His sons Rick and Roger were adults, 
so lived elsewhere, but we got to know his wife June and teenage daughter Jeannie. 
 
At that time, Southern California and Arizona were in the same conference, and Bob was appointed in 1978 to 
St. Paul’s UMC in Tucson, then moved to Velda Rose UMC in Tempe in1989. Velda Rose UMC became a 
megachurch with thousands of members while Bob was pastor. 
 
Bob became an author and wrote a book in 1988 to help grieving people, “Life After Loss”.  Over the next 33 
years, the book was revised and reprinted five times and printed in seven foreign language editions. 
 

After retiring from Velda Rose, Bob rode his motorcycle to state parks and held Sunday services for anyone 
interested. He and June started attending Gold Canyon UMC, a small church near Scottsdale, and started a 
Sunday Evening Country and Western worship service. 
 

June passed away in 2016 after a 12 year battle with Alzheimer’s. Bob met and married nurse Nancy Meise in 
2018, and she and Bob continued the Country and Western worship services and leading grief support groups. 
 

Bob is survived by his wife Nancy, sons Rick and Roger, daughter Jeanne (Hunsaker).15 grandchildren and 14 
great-grandchildren. 
 
Linda Faxon 
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SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  

 

 e ll be readin   Moses  by  dam Hamilton. Usin 

 istori al information  ar  aeolo i al data and Bibli al

te t  Hamilton will  uide us in t e footsteps of t is

relu tant prop et w o  rew in  is relations ip wit   od

and su  essfully fulfilled t e role  e was  iven.

Boo s available t rou   Co esbury or  ma on.

 ew Bible  tudy  eries 

  ourney   rou     ripture  starts

a ain  unday   anuary 18t  at 8 4 -9 4  am

in t e   ur    onferen e room.

 

SPRC Committee 
 SPRC will be sharing the results of the 

2025 State of the Church Survey  
On Sunday, January 11th 
immediately following church service. 
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◄ December January  2026 February ► 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  

New Year's Day 
Office Closed  

2  
 

3  
 

4  
Worship 

10am 

 

Missions & Outreach 
meeting for the  

new year 

11:15am 

5  
 

6  
Faith Journey 

9am 

 

7  
 

8  
Bad Girls of the Bible  

7pm (Zoom) 

 

Boy Scouts 

7pm 

9  
Cub Scouts 

6:30pm-8:30pm 

10  
 

11  
Worship 

10am 

 

SPRC results of the 
2025 State of the 
Church Survey  

11am 

12  
Seams of Faith  

10am-12pm 

 

13  
Faith Journey 

9am 

 

SPRC meeting  

7pm 

14  
Trustees meeting 

6:30pm  

15  
Bad Girls of the Bible  

7pm (Zoom) 

 

Boy Scouts 

7pm 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
Bible Study 

8:45am-9:45am 

 

Worship 

10am 

 

19  

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Office Closed 

20  
Faith Journey 

9am 

 

Finance Committee 
meeting 

1pm  

 

Church Council 
meeting 

7pm 

21  
 

22  
Bad Girls of the Bible  

7pm (Zoom) 

 

Boy Scouts 

7pm 

23  
Cub Scouts 

6:30pm-8:30pm  

24  
Celebration of Life for 
Millie Van Syckle 

2pm  

25  
Bible Study 

8:45am-9:45am 

 

Worship 

10am 

  

26  
Seams of Faith  

10am-12pm  

 

27  
Faith Journey 

9am 

 

CYM meeting 

7pm 

28  
UWF Executive Board 
meeting at  

Faxon’s Home 

10am 

 

UWF Book Club 
meeting at  

Faxon’s Home 

11 am 

29  
Bad Girls of the Bible  

7pm (Zoom) 

 

Boy Scouts 

7pm 

30  
 

31  
 

 

   

 

 

 

https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/December-2025
https://www.wincalendar.com/Holiday-Calendar/February-2026
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Finance Committee 
December Giving: $39,278.32 

January Month Date to Giving: $8,114.99 

Budget Needed: $31,000 

             

               

                 Attendance: 12/21/25: In person - 105 

                                                 Online - 41 

    Attendance: 12/24/25: In person - 66 

    Attendance: 12/28/25: In person - 75 

                                                                     Online -  31 

                       Attendance: 1/4/26: In person - 93 

                                                                     Online - 31 

 

 

We wish to THANK you for your Tithes and Offerings. 

Your GIFTS support the Mission of this church. 
 

How to Give 

Thank you for your tithes and offerings! 

Please place them in the offering box located in the back of 

the sanctuary, send by mail, or use Zelle by going to 

Zellepay.com or download the App. 

Use Coronaumc@aol.com 

 

*A note about the deadline for the next Messenger please turn in 

information by 10 a.m. on Tuesday, January 13th for it to be 

included on the next messenger. 

 

 
 

 

 

Sundays Worship 

10 A.M. 

Church Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

9 A.M - 1 P.M. 

Pastor:  Rev. Susan Juergensen Email: 

coronaumc.pastorsusan@gmail.com 

Jeanne Cadiente, Accompanist 

Caren Encino, Staff & Leadership 

Administrative Support  

East District Superintendent:  

Rev. Moonyoung Lee   

California-Pacific Conference Bishop: 

Rev. Dottie Escobedo–Frank   

 
 

The Upper Room 
 January - February The Upper Rooms 

are now available in the Narthex 

 

 

 

Millie Van Syckle 
 

Saturday, January 24 at 2pm 

mailto:coronaumc.pastorsusan@gmail.com

