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Illegal Mining; A devastating menace on Ghana’s future

Dear Friends,
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. My family and I have kept praying
for you all just as you have been praying for us.
We trust that we have all remained strong in the
Lord in spite of any adversities. Let us keep the
faith alive.
This newsletter is completely different from
previous ones. I have not had the opportunity to
travel within the Africa Region as previously as
my work is being re-defined by the General
Board of Global Ministries. I have however kept
some good communication with colleagues in
other countries and they too update me
regularly on progress of work and the great
benefits of the ministry as it impacts their
communities.

Ghana is very rich in gold, diamonds,
bauxite, manganese, salt, iron ore,
limestone and kaolin. Others are lesser
known minerals like mica, columbitetantalite, feldspar, silica sand, quartz,
dimension stones etc. However, gold
mining accounts for about 90 percent of all
mineral revenues generated annually over
the last 25 years.
Nobody goes fighting over the raw bauxite
or manganese, the fight has always been on
gold and diamonds even in their raw states.
Laws have been made and revised over
time to ensure that precious minerals of
gold and diamond are mined in more
responsible ways that will not negatively
affect the environment. However, illegal
mining has become a menace in Ghana.

Photos of illegal mining
sites in Ghana (above and
below)

The emergence of Illegal Mining (Galamsey) in Ghana and its effects on the
environment and food security
The prevailing legislation of Act 703,
2006 (1) with its amended portions of Act
2015, states that ‘Every mineral in its
natural state in, under or upon land in
Ghana, rivers, streams, water courses
throughout the country, the exclusive
economic zone and an area covered by the
territorial continental shelf is the property
of the Republic and is vested in the
President in trust for the people of Ghana’.
My understanding of the above is that if I
own a piece of land in my village, and there
is any form of mineral so properly defined
‘in its natural state, in, under or upon land’,
I have no right to mine the mineral or give
it away to anybody else to mine because
that mineral is the property of the Republic
and is vested in the President.

To attempt to mine it or offer the piece of
land to anybody to mine will be illegal and
therefore a breach of the law. Indeed,
section (2) of the Act states that ‘where
land is required to secure the development
or utilization of a mineral resource, the
President may acquire the land or
authorize its occupation and use under an
applicable enactment for the time being in
force’. That is to say that the President has
the power to compulsorily acquire the land
in the interest of the public with its needed
compensations, relocations, resettlement
etc. as long as it has minerals embedded
‘in, under or upon’ the land. The law has
however been breached severally.

Photo above: Some
Chinese illegal miners
busily working on the
concession of Anglogold
Ashanti in Obuasi:
Below: Some Chinese
engaged in galamsey
activities inthe Ashanti
Region of Ghana

Despite the law and all these powers
entrusted in the hands of the President,
individuals, Chiefs and other such people
illegally give out lands to miners without
the state doing anything about it. These
illegal mining practices have taken root in
Ghana with its attendant devastating
consequences. These illegal mining
practices are known in the local parlance as
“Galamsey”. Mining has been poorly
regulated in Ghana even in the remote
areas. While Government subsidizes
mineral production, few enforce strict
environmental regulations for mining
operations. The factors that combine to
trigger someone to involve in this mining
are easy to identify. One major cause of
this devilish act is the burning desire for
material things. It is the ambition of most
young men and women to get rich quickly
in order to obtain whatever is fashionable.
Such people would want to dress
gorgeously, own mansions, ride the latest
cars, have access to modern sets of
furniture and become millionaires at a
point.
The lack of employment opportunities in
Ghana is a contributory factor to this
situation. The absence of job facilities in
towns, cities and villages has compelled
able-bodied young men and women to join
some of the foreigners in illegal mining. It
is very disheartening to find university
graduates, qualified trained nurses and
midwives,
professional
laboratory
scientists, etc. making frantic efforts to
search for jobs that do not exist. Most
heart-breaking is that the few lucky ones
who find jobs are not well paid.

The practice of galamsey activities in
Ghana involves water use methods and
alluvial mining techniques that cause
devastating pollution of rivers, streams and
lakes. Toxic chemicals such as mercury
that have long term health implications on
communities for generations are released
into these water bodies. The use of these
heavy metals to pollute surface and
underground water has severe health
implications that would not manifest
immediately but in the near future.
Mercury dispensed through the activities of
illegal miners in the form of mercury
vapor and the pollution of surface and
underground water are highly toxic to

humans.
The Ghana Water Company which is the first
and leading water supply system in Ghana has
already complained of the increasing use of
chemicals to clean up the water from reservoirs,
rivers and lakes due to the increase in alluvial
material resulting from illegal mining activities.
There has therefore been an astronomical
increase to Government in the cost of water
treatment. The increased level of arsenic and
mercury have also reduced the availability of
arable land for farming purposes and also
rendered such land unsafe for food production.
These have very adversely affected food
security. Farmers have also lost their land to
illegal mining and young people have turned
towards joining the bandwagon of illegal miners
for “quick” money rather than engaging in
agriculture.

Photo above: A Chinese
galamsey operator
arrested in the Western
Region:
Below: Yung females lured
into illegal mining in Ghana

Below: An excavator at
work at a galamsey site in
the Western Region in
Ghana

Galamsey activities expose Ghanaians to
drinking and inhaling of gaseous mercury,
which is absorbed into the blood. Once in
the circulatory system, it can pass through
the blood-brain barrier and accumulate in
the brain, damaging the central nervous
system. Also, the consumers of pipe-borne
water may be consuming small amounts of
mercury and unknown to the public, bits of
it would accumulate and give negative
effects in the not-too-distant future. Aside
those who drink treated water, millions of
Ghanaians live along the banks of these
river bodies and fetch the raw water, which
is heavily contaminated with chemicals
such as mercury and arsenic, for domestic
use. For most people, mercury use is the
only means of extracting gold. These
negative consequences of galamsey have
been allowed to fester for rather too long
and it is time to act to correct the trend.
While many are aware of the effects of
these poisonous substances, the immediate
economic needs that can be satisfied
through its use outweigh the risk.
There is no qualm that galamsey activities
have caused a great harm to our
environment, this is because most of the
minerals are found in rivers, as a result, the
illegal mining companies often resort to
slating of rivers and their surroundings to
enable them access to the targeted gold or
minerals. This is done without caring about
the consequences and dangers this may
have on trees, birds, animals, and even
individuals in the various communities.
It is very disheartening to find important
rivers which used to be clean and blue now
dirty brown and very polluted.

Deforestation, is a major part of the
damages galamsey causes to the
environment. It involves the clearing of
the forest leading to cutting down of
trees, to enable them accomplish their
operation of extracting gold. These illegal
pit workers also do not put in place any
measures that will safeguard them from
taking risk. With the fact that the illegal
sappers are mostly unskillful, they also use
unprotected tools and equipment making
them a big threat to the nation.
Ghana is in a grave danger of collapsing, if
the country's fertile land and resources
are misappropriated through galamsey
practices. The youth need re-orientation
and education on the ills of galamsey.
I recount with great sadness meeting a
number of Chinese nationals combing
farmlands in my project areas in the early
2000s as I visited farms of beneficiaries of
UMCOR programs. Little did I realize that
these Chinese nationals were land grabbers
and were exploring for minerals. I was then
under the impression that they were
exploring the land for agricultural
production and might support Ghana’s
effort at food security. These Chinese are
now notoriously involved in galamsey in
Ghana. The Chinese together with their
local accomplices have degraded Ghana’s
forest and arable land with impunity and
have used illegal heavy machinery to
dredge rivers and lakes in search of gold
and diamonds. It is time for the Churches
and Government to act to reverse the trend.

Photos above and
below:water bodies and
lands degraded as a result
of illegal mining in Ghana

Some illegal miners
arrested for their activities

Thank you & Keep praying for me
My family and I remain thankful to you and your
congregations for your prayers and support. We
are grateful for the newly established covenants
and I pledge to maintain the relationships. .
Thank you for your prayers that have kept me
and my family at my place of assignment. Thank
you for your generous giving. I am fortunate to
be a beneficiary of your Conference and
congregational support and prayers. I ask for
God’s divine blessings for you and your families.
I have really been blessed to be in God’s
mission and to serve several communities with
your support, impacting several thousands of
lives so positively. Please pray for the ministry in
sustainable agriculture in which I serve so
passionately. There have been challenges with
work since 2015 principally due to staff turnover
but God has been as faithful as ever. The
program is at crossroads and there are some
indications there might be a change in the
direction of my ministry. We pray for God’s will.

Please pray for my family. Pray especially for
my children. Toni, the second child will turn 26
on July 26. He needs special prayers and
support. He has secured admission for a
Master’s degree in Actuarial Science at the
University of Windsor, Ontario, Canada for the
Fall of 2017. We are very grateful to individuals
who have offered support already as well as
friends who have pledged additional support.
Any further support is appreciated. Toni has
meanwhile applied for a Canadian visa and is
awaiting the decision. Please join us to pray for
a positive response from the Canadian
Embassy in Accra. .Selma turned 24 on June
11. Her graduation is on Friday, July 21. She
completed a course at the University of Ghana
in Biochemistry, Cell and Molecular Biology with
a Second Upper Division. She intends to study
Medicine from 2018 after one year of National
Service. Glory be to His name. Thank you!
.

Please support me through Covenant Relationship:
Missionary Advance # (13996Z)
You may support my ministry by giving to:
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE & DEVELOPMENT ADVANCE # 982188

Send your gifts through The Advance to your conference treasurer or to
Advance GCFA, PO Box 9068, New York, NY. 10087-9068 with the Advance
number clearly designated on your check. For more information about
developing a Covenant Relationship. Visit www.advancinghope.org

Website/Blog:
Email: madevu1201@yahoo.com
Address: P.O BOX KIA 9195, ACCRA,
GHANA
Phone: +233-24-454-8732

Photo above and below:
Pra river of Ghana
degraded through illegal
mining activities: photo
by Timothy Gobah of
Graphic Communication
Group Ltd.

